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Christ Church C of E Primary School
Letter of appeal for an infant class size prejudice appeal
Reception Admission September 2026

Please complete and return to Admissions.ChristChurchP@bristol-schools.uk by Friday, 5th June 2026

Parent/Carer details – complete in block capital letters

Name:	 

Date:

Contact Details 

Telephone Number:	 

Email address:

Child’s details

First Name(s):

Surname/Family Name: 

Date of Birth:
			
Address:


Name of school I wish to appeal for a place at:  Christ Church C of E Primary School


Grounds for Appeal

It is important that you read the enclosed information on the effects of Infant Class Size legislation.  Please provide your grounds of appeal in writing, providing evidence to support your case.  An appeal hearing cannot be set up unless until your grounds of appeal are received in writing.	
1. My child would have been offered a place if the admission arrangements had been properly implemented.         
		Please provide written evidence to support the above statement.
2. My child would have been offered a place if the admission arrangements had not been contrary to mandatory provisions in the School Admissions Code and the School Standards and Framework Act 1998.
		Please provide written evidence to support the above statement
3. The decision was not one which a reasonable Admission Authority would make in the circumstances of the case.
	Please provide written evidence to support the above statement and refer to definition of ‘reasonable’ in Guidance Notes provided.     

Please return by email to Admissions.ChristChurchP@bristol-schools.uk
Deadline Friday, 5th June 2026.




Information on grounds for Appeal:

Appeals for Reception will be heard under infant class size legislation, which is limited to the below circumstances. 
1. If the Local Authority, school, or academy has made a mistake and a child would have been offered a place if the mistake had not been made. For example, a place was not offered to a sibling in error.
1. The panel can also uphold an appeal if it finds that the method used to decide how places are offered is unlawful and this resulted in a child not being offered a place. Families will need to provide evidence of this. 
1. The panel can uphold an appeal if it considers that the decision not to offer a place was ‘perverse in light of the published admission arrangements.’  
The threshold for ‘perverse’ is extremely high in infant class size appeals. For example, a child has not been offered a place, a family may feel this is perverse or unreasonable. The word ‘perverse’ in this case has a legal meaning. This means that no other local authority, school, or academy would have refused your child a place under the same circumstances. Reasons such as having children at different schools, transport problems including not being able to continue work, or difficulties getting a child to school on time are not grounds of appeal the independent appeal panel can consider. If the local authority, school, or academy refuses a place to a child whose family had to move house under a witness protection scheme, a panel might decide that the decision was perverse. But it is the panel’s decision.
More information available on the School Admissions website  https://www.bristol.gov.uk/residents/schools-learning-and-early-years/school-admissions/primary-admissions/primary-apply/primary-school-new-reception-admissions-appeals 
In our experience most families who appeal cite the decision to refuse a place was ‘unreasonable or perverse’ giving reasons such as the school’s proximity to childcare, the ability to balance work and home life, or better educational outcomes at the preferred school.  Although most appeals are dismissed, the admission authority has to set up an appeal hearing if a family have provided written grounds of appeal.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Families can change their school preferences until 8 May.  The deadline to appeal is 5 June.  If the school have received grounds of appeal, the numbers may change once the local authority process the second round of allocations and chase up responses to the first round.  
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